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C 
CES Faculty meeting with students to discuss about senior 

design project ideas  

The college held a senior design kick off meeting sessions on January 17 th and 21st 2019 in the female 

and male side, respectively. The meeting took place in the senior project reserved labs. Faculty dis-

cussed with students about the different topics that they could work on as well as available hardware 

that the college provides to CCES students. More than 40 stu-

dents showed up in these sessions. Students had the chance to 

present their own ideas and have discussed with faculty the high 

level details of current project topics. Most of the students ex-

pressed their desire in working in area related to Machine Learn-

ing, Arduino-based Robots, Cryptography, Parallel game pro-

gramming, developing mobile app, building E-commerce type of 

application. The meeting culminated in having 80% of the stu-

dents pretty much decided about their project topic and their im-

mediate advisor. 
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P 
MU students attended the “2nd Saudi 

Aramco Cybersecurity Technical Ex-

change Conference” 

35 CCES students were invited to attend the 2nd Saudi Aramco 

Cybersecurity Technical Exchange Conference which took 

place in ARAMCO on 29th, 30th of October 2018. The event included multiple tech-

nical workshops sessions in topics related to Cybersecurity such as Hunting Digi-

tal Artifacts, Social Media Hacking, Using AI to Automate Threats Hunting, 2018 

major security breaches, The Impact of artificial intelligence on cyber security, IT 

and OT convergence in the world of Cyber security, etc. these sessions were de-

livered by speakers working for top security companies such as Kaspersky, Maca-

fee, Symantec, Proofpoint, Fortinet, SecurityMatters, and Vectra. CCES students 

reported that attending the conference was very beneficial since they were given 

the chance enhance their technical skills in the area of security through these 

technical sessions given by subject matter experts (SMEs’).  

 

P 
MU student “Ms. Shayma 

Alhuwaider” awarded 

Roberto Rocca Education 

Program scholarship 

Ms. Shyma Alhuwaider from the Col-

lege of Engineering and Science is the 

first student in the Middle East to re-

ceive the Roberto Rocca Education 

Program scholarship to advance her 

studies. Tenaris is a co-sponsor of the 

program established in 2005, which 

provides scholarships and fellowships 

to undergraduate and graduate stu-

dents of engineering and the applied 

sciences. Ms. Alhuwaider, 22, has a 

penchant for programming, artificial 

intelligence and big data analysis. She 

started her studies in the United 

States and later joined Prince Moham-

med bin Fahd University (PMU) in 

Saudi Arabia where she is continuing 

her education. The Robert Rocca Edu-

cation program has granted 432 un-

dergraduate and 17 doctoral scholar-

ships during the 2017-2018 fiscal year, 

for a total investment of $1.3 million. 

Full interview with Ms. Shayma is in 

the below link. 

 

http://www.tenaris.com/en/

MediaAndPublications/News/2018/

Oct/Rocca-SaudiArabia.aspx 
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G 
roup of PMU 

students won 

the 4th place in 

the Wa'ed 

Hackathon competition 

organized by Saudi Ar-

amco Entrepreneurship 

Centre 

A group of PMU students 

from the College of Comput-

er Engineering and Science 

(CCES) and with the support 

of PMU Creativity and Entre-

preneurship center have 

participated in a competition 

sponsored by Saudi Aramco 

Entrepreneurship Centre 

(Wa'ed Hackathon) which 

took place from November 

29th until December 1st in 

the Dhahran Techno Valley. 

The goal of this competition 

is to provide young Saudi 

students, innovators, devel-

opers and entrepreneurs the 

opportunity to tackle real 

world, everyday problems 

through innovative solutions. 

Our CCES students took 

part of the “Recreation Activ-

ity” challenge where they 

designed an application to 

help users identify touristic 

activities in the Kingdom. 

Our students demonstrated 

a strong command of both: 

technical and soft skills; and 

were able to clinch the 4th 

position after an outstanding 

performance. The participat-

ing students are: Saud Bub-

shait, Marwan Rafie, Saeed 

Al Ghamdi, Meshal Alnazi, 

and Abdullah Al Hamad. 

Photo Caption 

T 
op CCES students participated to the Win-

ter Enrichment Program at KAUST  

About 40 of our top CCES students were invited to attend the Winter 

Enrichment Program on January 16th, 2019 held in King Abdullah Uni-

versity of Technology and Science. The event was chaired by Professor 

Valerio Orlando, Head of Environmental Epigenetic Program. The 

WEP2019 featured 12 days of keynotes, lectures, discussions, master-classes, exhib-

its, and cultural events all relating to the theme of TIME. KAUST offered a tour to all 

students and exposed them to existing labs and high technology facility. This event was 

a good opportunity for our PMU students to learn from well-known speakers about the 

theme of TIME, and more important to get introduced to KAUST, a potential destination 

for our students where they can pursue graduate studies.   

PMU students winning the 4th place 



 

C 
CES offering a presentation about Python 

programming language 

Part of the activities and support that the CCES college is continuously 

offering to students and in the efforts of helping students staying on top of 

the cutting edge of the technology and keep up with the market needs, the 

college offered a session/workshop in Python programming language, by 

CCES Lab Instructor Ms. Roxane. Python is a widely used general-purpose, high level pro-

gramming language which was launched in the early nineties and developed by Python Soft-

ware Foundation. It was mainly developed for emphasis on code readability, and its syntax 

allows programmers to express concepts in fewer lines of code. Python is widely popular for 

Artificial Intelligence and 

Machine Learning problems. 

The event took place on 

November 12th, 2018 and 

was very successful. 28 

CCES students attended the 

event and were issued certif-

icates of attendance. Due to 

the overwhelming number of 

requests to offer a Python 

hands on sessions, the col-

lege is planning for follow-up 

events in the Spring semes-

ter. 

 

D 
evelop your own  Mobile App Devel-

opment Workshop by CCES   

Mobile App Development workshop took place on Wednesday, 

December 28, 2018 and was presented by CCES Lab Instructor 

Mr. Zikria. The workshop covered the topic of Mobile App De-

velopment which basically gave students a clear and simple 

idea on how to create their own unique applications. The Workshop focused on 

having students utilize a tool called App Inventor which allows users to create their 

very own applications then be able to 

download them or upload them directly 

to the play store. The workshop was 

conducted by College of Computer En-

gineering and Sciences with the help 

and coordination of Computing Collaro 

Club (CCC) which oversaw organizing, 

marketing and managing the workshop. 

The workshop was a great success and 

the students’ survey data showed a 

high level of satisfaction with the con-

tent that was provided in the workshop 

and would like to see more of similar 



H 
our of code Programming workshop by CCES 

Dr. Yasmeen from CCES organized the “Hour of code” event in the female side on December 9th, 2018 
to mainly bring awareness to young students about the importance to computer programming as well as 
to introduce our female prep students to Computer Science and show them how fun it is to be a pro-
grammer. This event is a worldwide event that celebrates Computer Science. It takes place every year 
during Computer Science Education week Dec 3-9 and lasts for only one hour. The Hour of code PMU 
can be a good advertisement that will encourage students to join the CCES College. Such event is also 

expected to motivate current students by showing them how their major can be enjoyable. More details about this event is 
available in this link https://hourofcode.com/us . This event will help PMU name be added to the map in the website. Stu-
dents who successfully completed the tutorial have received a certificate provided by the Hour of code website. 

 

M 
s. Danyah – CE student offered a semi-

nar about Cybersecurity to PMU female 

community 

Student Danyah form the Computer Engineering department or-

ganized a seminar session with the help of the college. The goal 

of this seminar is to spread awareness about the phishing attack that happens via the 

internet and as a result could cause harm to many people in terms of their personal 

information and money threatening. The seminar was held on October 16th, 2018 and 

took place in the lecture hall and attracted a large number of audience.  

 

https://hourofcode.com/us


C 
CES Female students held a Senior design 

project exhibition day 

The CCES female students organized the regular end of the Fall semes-

ter exhibition about students’ senior design projects in the CCES Cisco 

Lab. The event is a good opportunity for students to present the fruit of 

two semesters worth of work in a various projects where they worked in 

groups and had to demonstrate their ability to put together the skills they acquired at PMU 

over a 4 years period. These skills included all PMU competencies including technical prob-

lem solving, writing, communication, leaderships and professionalism. The event was a 

good opportunity for junior students to get exposed to what they will be able to deliver in the 

near future as well a good opportunity to advertise for the College of Computer Engineering 

and Science.  



P 
MU launching a new Bachelor of Science in Software Engineering  

The College of Computer Engineering and Science is starting a new Bachelor of Science in Software Engineer-

ing. The program was designed by the Texas International Education Consortium (TIEC) and ensures its com-

pliance with the current standards of U.S. and international accrediting bodies as well as the needs of students 

at PMU and in the Kingdom. It is expected that this degree program will provide appropriate professional prepa-

ration for students working toward careers in software development and will also offer excellent preparation for 

students intending to study at the advanced degree level. 

P 
MU students participated in the Cloud computing summit in 

Bahrain 

PMU was present in the Amazon Web Services (AWS) summit which is considered as one of the biggest 

cloud computing event taking place in the Middle East. This event was held in Bahrain on 30th of Sep-

tember 2018. CCES already offers a “Cloud Computing” course which conducts its labs on the state-of-

the-art AWS cloud platform. Some of the CCES students who are taking or already took Cloud Compu-

ting course were present in that event to gain more hands on experience. The summit was very beneficial for our students 

who expressed their desire to be nominate and attend future summits. More information about this event is available in this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-k3JSBS3z4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-k3JSBS3z4


 

F 
aculty Research Ac-

tivities within the 

College of Computer 

Engineering and Sci-

ence   

Inline with PMU vision and goals to be among the 

leading regional and international universities in 

the area of research, CCES faculties were very 

productive in terms of publications in reputable 

conferences as well as refereed Journals. Re-

search areas covered various topics including: the 

application of Machine Learning in various do-

mains, Image Processing application in the medi-

cal field, Quantum computing, protocol formal veri-

fications, cloud computing, Internet of the Things. 

CCES faculties made sure to involve undergradu-

ate PMU students in some of the research work to 

give them the opportunity to get exposed to the 

area of research. Students were also given the 

chance to attend regional conferences and present 

papers on behalf of their professors, which was a 

great experience for them and is considered as a 

good preparation for the students who intend to 

pursue graduate studies.  

 



I 
BM Meeting with CCES Faculty to Discuss About Establishing Cy-

bersecurity Lab  

In the efforts of launching a new Cybersecurity lab to meet the demand of the PMU stakeholders, on January 

31st, 2019 CCES faculty along with PMU CIO and his team attended an on-site meeting with IBM team. During 

this meeting, IBM presented its Cybersecurity solution in designing state of the arts Cybersecurity Lab. The top-

ics discussed IBM QRadar includes: IBM Security Strategy and Framework, IBM strategy for building cognitive 

Cyber Security lab, Detecting and identifying security events and productively defeat internal and external threats, Ex-

ploring anomalous behavior and new vulnerability, Counter and mitigate sophisticated attacks with cyber threat hunting 

system, Protect against security threats with unified incident response orchestration and automation platform, Address-

ing data protection challenges and reducing risk by controlling the data that really matters. The meeting was very benefi-

cial for all parties and is considered as a good initiation for possible future academic and professional collaborations. 

 


